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EDU004 Mark scheme: Human capital and the economy
Teacher copy

Indicative content
Human capital theory: education as investment in productive skills

Credentialist critique: certificates can operate as social closure

Functionalist role allocation: education links talent and training to work

10-mark guidance
Marks Descriptor
1-3 Limited definitions or undeveloped assertions.
4-6 Some accurate knowledge with partial 

explanation.
7-8 Clear two-point structure, relevant concepts 

and mechanisms.
9-10 Precise, well-developed explanation with 

application and evaluative awareness.
Credit relevant alternative sociological material. Do not require the exact wording used in the 
teaching slides.
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