
Reach for the Star | AQA A Level Sociology | EDU008

EDU008 - Material resources and achievement
Objective: Explain how housing, income and study conditions may affect learning.

Enquiry question: How can material conditions shape achievement without determining it?

Teacher delivery guidance
This lesson is designed for 90 minutes and follows Connect & Check, Share, Present, Apply, Recall & 
Review.

The key pedagogy is to prevent learners from moving too quickly from a visible pattern to a causal 
explanation. Require mechanism language in spoken and written responses.

Sociological background
Resources affect opportunity. Money, housing and time can shape what learning support is available 
before a lesson begins.

Mechanisms must be explained. Do not just write “poverty causes low achievement”. Show the steps: 
cost, stress, absence, space, digital access or confidence.

Poverty is not destiny. Material disadvantage increases risk; it does not remove agency or make 
outcomes inevitable.

Institutions mediate effects. Schools, policies and teachers can reduce or intensify material barriers.

Questioning prompts
• What is the evidence actually showing?

• Which population is being compared?

• What mechanism connects the factor to achievement?

• What alternative explanation could fit the same pattern?

• How would this be expressed as AO1/AO2/AO3?

Expected responses
Strong responses use precise sociological language, avoid blaming groups, explain a pathway, and 
qualify conclusions using evidence and limitations.
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