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Ethnicity and achievement patterns - Ten-Mark Item-
Based Assessment

Original AQA-style classroom practice • not an official AQA question

Item A
Official data show substantial differences within broad ethnic categories. They also show attainment 
differences within the same ethnic group by gender and by eligibility for free school meals. A 
sociologist argues that these patterns should be described carefully before any causal explanation is 
accepted.

Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons why patterns of educational attainment by 
ethnicity should be interpreted cautiously. [10 marks]

Question approach
1. Underline the two item hooks: subgroup variation and intersecting variables.
2. Plan two distinct analytical points.
3. For each point: accurate concept/evidence  precise item application  mechanism or inference → →

limit  qualified consequence.→

4. Do not turn a pattern into a stereotype or causal claim.
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