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Read the three passages, then answer. Use fictional examples; no external research or personal 
disclosure is required.

Smart: connected lives
Carol Smart’s personal life perspective examines how people remain connected through 
memories, emotions, obligations and shared histories. It questions accounts that treat each person 
as freely constructing a life independently. Connections can be supportive, difficult or ambivalent. 
Investigating what a relationship means to participants does not require assuming that all 
attachments are freely chosen or beneficial.

Two connected concepts
Personal life: A perspective examining meaningful relationships, attachments and lived 
connections. Connectedness: The ways a person’s life is bound up with other people.

A question to bring
Explain how connectedness challenges an isolated-individual account. People’s decisions are 
bound up with obligations, memories and other people’s lives. A choice cannot be understood 
solely as a preference made by a detached individual.

F1
Summarise the main idea in the first passage in one or two sentences.

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

F2
Define personal life and give an original fictional example.

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

F3
What evidence would you need to test the opening claim? Retrieve two current-lesson concepts 
tomorrow and next week.
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