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Key concepts

* domestic abuse
* coercive control
* power

* patriarchy

* reporting

* hidden crime

* victim-blaming

» evidence limits

Perspectives

Feminism: domestic abuse is connected to gendered power and control, not simply individual conflict.
Interactionism: abuse can be hidden through meanings, fear, secrecy and normalisation in everyday life.

Structural approaches: economic dependence, housing, immigration status or care responsibilities can
constrain options.

Named material

Dobash & Dobash: Domestic violence can be understood within patriarchal power relations. Evaluation:
Important but must be applied carefully and not treated as the only explanation.

Radical feminist explanations: Violence and coercive control may enforce gendered dominance.
Evaluation: Strong on power, but evaluation should consider variation and intersectionality.

Evidence and reporting limits: Police/crime statistics undercount hidden abuse because reporting is
shaped by fear, stigma and dependence. Evaluation: Methodological evaluation is central, not optional.

Coercive control framework: Control may involve isolation, monitoring, money, threats and everyday
restriction. Evaluation: Helps learners understand abuse beyond incidents of physical violence.
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